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The Black Cloud

K N Ahmed Abir
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&~ ydden, sharp notse woke me up from ke a nine g"clock morning. It was very dark
leep, and 1 sat almost bolt upright r QuULSdC, as gark as you would expect it to be

my bed. It was my alarm clock

going at midmaght. What was going an? My clock

! ff at the timer that | had set 3t nine o"clock dials showed 3 sharp 9 am. Then why was it s0
in the morning. When | looked outside dark outside? Did my clock malfunction? | had
- through my window, though, it looked nothing 10 check It out
-
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Locking my gaze at the window, | got off
my bed and made my mMﬂm
balcony. Opening the door and Stepging out,
the sight | was greeted with mmm !
had never seen before. The entire Aky was
completely enshrouded by a seemingly, infinite
streteh of pitch dark nimbus cloud, spread out
in all directions. Not.a single ray of sunlight
could seep in through that incredibly thick
blanket. That was not all; every now and then,
strong gusts of wind broke put restiessly heee
and there, like a few invisible rockets.

The clouds remained Srmily in their
positions, still and motionless. Qnce ina
while, there would be an aagrymmb!e ofa
deafening thunder, causing my heart leap into
my mauth. The roar of the thunder was
virtually ear-splitting, This civil strife in
heaven amongst the clouds would for sure
continue for at least the whole day. And what
would follow would certainly be 3 heavy
downpout of torrential rain, Mother Nature
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Wiy Shoull Mathes Narure be mercihyl?

AR Yot frowm A syt e Chawhes of
YO heatt. Aok your comvolenice why s bl
Mathet Nature tay sent (o thesn who have
VIKHWALY wronged ties with then woe ful
wantoanes? Dl e o hisman beings over
TR Twice defore beutally tortusing bt Iike
Ihuman barberans? No, not at alt We have
bruken ber hones, tom hee muscles, perforated
Ier veion, and contmminated her biood. We
have done all that could pessibly be done to
paralyse hor completely and drive owt all the
Nife o her. Bven after oll that, how
Wametessty we human Deings call ourvelves
the best creation of Nature!

The Carth ix cortainty & planet of
phenvmensl benewstence end mercy I you
tickle her with & hoe, she lawghy with hacwest
However, nowastays we are directly stabhung
her with utmost creeity, not spanng anything
ut alt,

Moan s eodowid with ceavon and creative
power S0 that he can increase whit Bas been
grven to Nim, dut up unatil today, he has been
destroyiag and not creating, There are fewer
and fewer forests, the rivers are drying up, the
wild creatures are almost exterminated, the
climate is being rumed and the land & getting
maore and more barren day by day

Increased carbon dioxide emissions due to
increased use of fossil fuels give rise to global
warming, which is stowly diminishing most of
the habitats of animals m the polar ice caps
as the ice is slowly melting away due to
higher global temperatures This is just a small
part of & very long story about gur acts of
cruelty. Mass deforestation has occutred in
the last few decades and many regions rich in
lgsh greea vegetation have been diminished
to and deserts. Large-scale fishing in seas and
oceans has demolished innumerable
ecosystems in the water bodies and several
species have been dragged to extinction even
before we could even discover them. llegal
hunting, poaching, trading of skins and Ivory
from elephant teeth have spared nonc of the
animals. ‘

We have acigified the oceans and changed
global climate with our increased usage of
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fossil fuels. We have built so many dams that
half of the world’s river flow is regulated,
stored or impeded by man-made structures
All these changes caused to the environment
are a degradation of a pristine Eden —3
disaster by definition.

After considering all these facts, is it not
justified for us 1o be severely punished for our
misdeeds? Do you not think that it is right on
Mother Earth’s part to show her wrath
towards her ferocious foe - the human race?
That is justice, right? That is the justice that
we all fight for in courts and that is what our
Constitution talks about. That is the form of
justice that human civilisation has proposed
all these years and the usual “retaliation
against exploitation” concept. And itisalsoa
lucid indication of the fact that our so-cailed
“modern cvilisation™ is turning into a modern
day “evilisation”™.

The possibly life-threatening effects of
ciimate change, a series of minor earthquakes
in many regions due to tectonic plate
movements, catastrophic floods in many parts
of the world, solar storms, and the
devastating tsunamis that tore Japan apart
are just a few reflections of nature’s grudge

on humanity. 1

Today, we have apparently forgotte
Newton’s Third Law — “Every action
equal and opposite reaction”. This mi
be 2 simple rule of thumb used by P
students, but if we think about it deeply,
we can see it clearly states that a man’
destiny depends on what he does. In oth
words, if he does something good, then
results will wait for him in the future, and
e commits bad deeds, then misfortune wil
certainly befall him. Considering all the b
deeds that we have already committed, W
cannot undo our actions, As a result, itis
reasonable to assume that disaster is on
way shortly and there will be no way we
escape from this doom.

So, the next time you cut down 3 tree
kill 2 bird just for amusement, remember
nature is very closely observing you, and itl‘
will not be long before you are dragged in
same direction to some kind of disastrous
set out by nature, survival from where is
positively impossible! = -

The cuthor is o clss X student from Turkish,
internatio




