Exercise_2_2: Enhance the Future Value Application

In this exercise you will enhance the Future Value Application by adding extra validity checking.

Open the files for the Future Value Application
1. Make sure the XAMPP Apache server is running. 
2. Download the exercise_2_2.zip file provided by your instructor.
3. Extract that file into your htdocs folder.  You should now have a new exercise_2_2 folder under htdocs.
4. Open the NetBeans IDE.  Create a new PHP project, choosing the option for a “PHP Application with Existing Sources”.  Click Next.  Choose the exercise folder you just created as the Source Folder for your project.  Click Finish.
5. Now run the project.  

Test the Future Value Application
6. Enter valid numbers in all three text boxes.  Choose simple numbers for this first test: 100 for investment amount, 5 for yearly interest rate, and 10 years.  Click Calculate.  Observe the results.
7. Click your browser’s Back button to return to the index.php page.  This time, enter incorrect values for the first two boxes, and click Calculate.  Note the error message that was displayed.    Now enter new, valid data for the investment amount, and invalid data for the interest rate.  Click Calculate. Notice that the error message changes.

Enhance the validity checking
8. Use your IDE to open display_results.php and index.php.  Inspect the code for these two files.  Notice the use of the functions filter_input, include, exit, isset, and empty.
9. In display_results.php, enhance the code so that it tests the interest rate entry to make sure that it is less than or equal to 15.  If the interest rate is not valid, then display an appropriate error message like:
Interest rate must be less than or equal to 15.
10. Save your work.  Test your changes.

Enhance the validity checking
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Modify the display_results.php file.  Add a php block that uses echo and the date function to display a message like this at the bottom of the displayed results.  
This calculation was done on 3/14/2015
The date function you need to do this can be found in your textbook in figure 2-10 (page 65)
12. Save your work.  Test your changes.
13. Upload your work to the class server so that it is visible at a URL with the following format:

http://mis3501.temple.edu/tux99999/exercise_2_2  

