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Face Scan Anyone?
Facial recognition programs came as an idea in the 1960's. The creative minds behind the idea of the first facial recognition programs were Woody Bledsoe, Helen Chan Wolf, and Charles Bisson. During the initial stages of the program, administrators were used to locate general facial features and then calculated distances and ratios from a centralized, common reference point. The use of data such as hair color and lip thickness were needed. Early on, the program was quite time consuming due to everything having to entered manually. Later, mathematical techniques were applied to the program which served as a milestone in the evolution of facial recognition. The first time the program was showed to the public was in a 2001 Super Bowl ad which provided the real-time analysis needed to understand the amount of technology that was still needed to successfully recognize a face automatically despite factors such as movements, surrounding environment and data recognition. There are now two forms of facial recognition—geometric (feature based) and photometric (view based). Facial recognition today is done based on algorithms identifying certain facial features such as jaw and cheek bones, eyes and noses. Other algorithms are purely math based where images are values which then are compared to facial templates and variances are taken out for improved scanning. A new and emerging development is that of 3-D face recognition that uses sensors to capture information about facial shape and size as well as surface features and couture levels. This is a major development due to not being sensitive to lighting fluctuations and being able to view from multiple angles allowing more variation for people to scan their face without looking directly at or into something. Recently, smartphones are even using face recognition as a security and privacy features that locks and unlocks a phone. The improvements within the facial recognition and scanning realms have been fast but efficient making it one of the emerging topics in technology today.,
