Installing VS Code

Instructions for the Window OS.

VS Code is a free text editor created by Microsoft. It is a lightweight version of their
commercial product, Visual Studio. It runs on Microsoft Windows, Mac OS, and Linux
platforms. It is a good editor for JavaScript, HTML and CSS. It also supports a large number of
extensions that allow the VS Code editor to be adapted to many purposes.

In this document, you will download and install VS Code, add to it the extensions used in
MIS2402, and perform a test to ensure that both your VS code installation is working properly.

Installation
1. Before you begin, insert your USB drive into your computer. Open up Windows File
Explorer by right clicking on the Windows icon and choosing File Explorer. Create a new
folder on your USB drive. The new folder should be named mis2402workspace and be
found at D:\mis2402workspace

The “D:” in D:\mis2402workspace is just an example! Windows might have given you a
different drive letter when you plugged in your USB drive, and that’s ok. You can use
whatever drive letter Windows assigned you.

Notice that mis2402workspace is all one word, no spaces, no punctuation, and typed
with all lower case letters.

You will need this folder later on.

2. Visit https://code.visualstudio.com/download

3. Click on the Windows download link. This will take you to a documentation page and
also initiate the download of an .exe file. (for example: VSCodeSetup-x64-1.25.1.exe)
Download the exe file and find it in your downloads folder.

4. Runthe exe. Step through the installation wizard as indicated below.
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Welcome to the Visual Studio
Code Setup Wizard

This will install Microsoft visual Studio Code on your computer,

It is recommended that you dose all other applications before
continuing.

Click Next to continue, or Cancel to exit Setup.

Click Next

| Next > |[ Cancel
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License Agreement ”

Please read the following important information before continuing.

Please read the following License Agreement. You must accept the terms of this

agreement before continuing with the installation.

MICROSOFT SOFTWARE LICENSE TERMS -

MICROSOFT VISUAL STUDIO CODE |:|

[These license terms are an agreement between Microsoft Corporation (or based
on where you live, one ofits affiliates) and you. They apply to the software

named above. The terms also apply to any Microsoft services or updates for the
software, except to the extent those have different terms.

IF YOU COMPLY WITH THESE LICENSE TERMS, YOU HAVE THE RIGHTS BELOW.

1. INSTALLATIOM AND USE RIGHTS.

() I do not accept the agreement
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Select Destination Location
Where should Visual Studio Code be installed?

l Setup will install Visual Studio Code into the following folder.
| 1

To continue, dick Mext, If you would like to select a different folder, dick Browse.

Browse...

C: \Program Files\Microsoft VS Code

At least 219.3 MB of free disk space is required.

< Back ][ Next = ][ Cancel ]
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Select Start Menu Folder n
Where should Setup place the program's shortouts?

i Setup will create the program's shortcuts in the following Start Menu folder.
To continue, dick Next. If you would like to select a different folder, dick Browse.

isual Studio Code Browse...

[[ pon't create a Start Menu folder

< Back ][ Mext > ][ Cancel

Accept the license
agreement.

Use the default

installation folder. Click
Next.

Click Next
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Select Additional Tasks n
Which additionial tasks should be performed?

Select the additional tasks you would like Setup to perform while installing Visual Studio
1 Code, then dick Mext.

Additional icons:

Other:

[ Add "Open with Code™ action to Windows Explorer file context menu

[ Add "Open with Code” action to Windows Explorer directory context menu
[ Register Code as an editor for supported file types

Add to PATH (available after restart)

Creating a desktop shortcut is
recommended. You will use VS
Code a lot in this course, and
you want it to be easy to find.
Check the boxes as shown.
Click Next

Click Install to continue with the installation, or dick Back if you want to review or
change any settings.

Destination location: -
C:\Program Files\Microsoft VS Code

Start Menu folder:
Visual Studio Code

Additional tasks:
Additional icons:
Create a desktop icon
Other:
Add to PATH (available after restart)

< Back ][ Mext = ] [ Cancel ]
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Ready to Install } a
Setup is now ready to begin installing Visual Studio Code on your computer,

<Back || Install |[ Cancel ]
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Completing the Visual Studio Code
Setup Wizard

Setup has finished installing Visual Studio Code on your
computer, The application may be launched by selecting the
installed icons.

Click Finish to exit Setup.

Click Install.

Click Finish.

5. VS Code will start, and you will see a screen similar to the following:




Welcome

Welcome X

Start Customize

Recent

6. Note that when VS Code starts, you may see a notice like this:

Customize

Tools and languages

If you see this, click the JavaScript link and install support for JavaScript. When you do
this, you will be prompted to reload the window after JavaScript support is installed.
This is expected. Click OK to reload the window after JavaScript is installed.

You do not need to install support for any other language.

7. Note that when VS Code starts, you might see a notice like this:

A\ Git not found. Install it or configure it using the ‘git.path’ I x
setting.

Download Git Don't Show Again

You don’t really need Git for this course, but it is a good thing to have installed. Click
the Download Git link. The download page will open up when you do this. There you
will find a big download icon that looks like this:



Latest source Release

2.18.0

Eelease Motes (2018-06-21)

Download 2.18.0 for Windows

Download and install the latest source release (whatever it is) and install it. You will
need to quit VS Code and reopen VS code when the Git installation is complete.

Congratulations. VS Code is installed! Keep going. You have more to do.

Set up your workspace

1. Now, in VS Code, click File > Add Folder to Workspace and choose the folder named
mis2402workspace that you previously created.
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Folder: | mis2402workspace V

Add Cancel

Make sure that you are in the mis2402workspace folder as shown above. Click Add
Now in VS Code click File > Save Workspace As...

Change the folder from D:\ to D:\mis2402workspace

vk w N

Type mis2402workspace as the file name. Make sure the window appears as it does
below. Click Save.
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6. Now you have VS Code window that looks like this:
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Congratulations! You just set up a VS Code workspace! Now... you might ask yourself here, just

what is a workspace, anyway? Well... the answer is simple. A workspace is a space... for your
work. ©

In a real work environment, you might set up separate workspaces, one for each project, or
perhaps one for each major customer or system that you are working with. In MI1S2402, all our
course work is going to be done in one big workspace.



Technically speaking, the workspace is composed of two things - a folder (the folder you
created was mis2402workspace) and a configuration file that holds all your VS Code
preferences and settings that accompany that folder. (The file you made was named
mis2402workspace.code-workspace.) Those two things together make up the workspace. So,
don’t delete either one!

Add your extensions

As previously stated, one of the things that makes VS Code such a versatile editor is the number
of extensions that have been created for it. For M1S2402, we will want to add one of those
extensions: Live HTML Previewer.

1. You need have an internet connection to install an extension.

2. In VS Code, click on the extensions icon. It looks like this: E

Welcome — mis2402workspace
EXPLORER Welcome X

4 OPEN EDITORS
Welcome Start Customize

4 MIS2402WORKSPACE N ¢ a

{} mis2402workspace.code-workspace Tools and languages
Insta for

Settings and keybindings

Install the s

Color theme

3. Inthe “Search Extensions in Marketplace” box, type “HTML Live Previewer”

4. Click the green Install button next to the HTML Live Previewer Icon. Wait a moment,
and click the blue Reload button when it appears.

5. You should now see HTML Live Previewer in the list of installed extensions. Like this:
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@ EXTENSIONS

/ 4 INSTALLED 1

—~ Live HTML Previewer 0.3.0
? Edit and preview HTML documents in VS C...
; Harshdeep Gupta o

6. Click the VS Code Explorer icon to go back to your workspace.



Congratulations. You installed a VS Code Extension.

Give it atry
Now let’s try out VS Code.
1. Click on the new folder icon in the MIS2402WORKSPACE.
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Type in a folder name... let’s call it mytestfolder.

N

3. With mytestfolder selected, click on the new file icon.
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4. Name the new file index.html (this might seem like an odd name to you, but rest
assured that this is a perfectly reasonable choice.)

5. Now, in the right-hand panel, type in some text. For example, you could type:
hello world

[ ] index.html — mis2402workspace

Ijl EXPLORER b B index.hitml
4 OPEM EDITORS hello world
p {} mis2402workspace.code-workspace
index.html mytestfolder
4 MIS2402WORKSPACE ol ¢ a
4 .vscode
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index.html

{} mis2402workspace.code-workspace

6. Click File and Save



7. Now, right click on the index.html file and choose, “Open in browser”

4 MIS2402WORKSPACE (WORKS.. ) W ¢ o

4 mis2402workspace
4 mytestfolder
inde

{} mis240 Open in browser [Ctrl+Q W]

Cpen to the Side
Reveal in Explorer

Cpen in Command Prompt

Select for Compare

Copy
Copy Path

Rename

Delete

8. The text you wrote should now appear in a browser window.
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C | @ filey///C:/mis2402workspace/mytestfolder/indexhtml

hello world

That’s it! You can now edit an html file and preview it in a browser.

You can close out of VS Code now.



